Chairman’s Annual report to the Parish Meeting
I am delighted to present my second annual report to the Parish meeting and give residents an update on what has happened since last year.   As you know there have been quite a few changes and Tony Gowers, our Parish Clerk for many years decided that the time had come to retire.    We have been fortunate enough to secure the services of Robin Morrison who is an experienced Parish Clerk and he has proved to be a tremendous help in particular with the new rules and regulations and the increasing amount of paperwork which computers and emails bring!      All the Councillors have continued to work hard on your behalf – and our two new Councillors have proved to be enthusiastic and have been able to help with the work involved in running a Parish council and above all keeping the villages up to standard.   They have undertaken one of the necessary training sessions and were able to update councillors on some of the new ideas.   There are guidelines on how a council should operate which apply equally no matter what the size of the council and these days it becomes increasingly important that those guidelines are followed and the work of the council is at all times transparent and in the best interests of the parishioners.

Over the past year we have been able to divide the various duties undertaken in the villages between the councillors and this has worked well.   The most noticeable duty in the village is the grass cutting and Cllr Fletcher has drawn up a schedule for the maintenance with Andy Perkins who is responsible for doing this.    He has also undertaken to work in the churchyard as well.    In both cases we have to work to a strict budget and hopefully we shall be able to keep to this – in spite of the vagaries of the weather.    Everyone will be aware that there will be cuts to the funding of Peterborough City Council so we have worked hard to ensure that we have a workable budget and we have maintained the precept at last year’s level in spite of price increases.
I am pleased to report that the lorry ban along the B1443 has now been made permanent.    We are also delighted at the Speedwatch campaign which has been re-invigorated and thanks must go to the volunteers particularly organiser Rob McNeish    These two initiatives have certainly made life much quieter along the B1443 and should help with the traffic problems centred round the bus stop at school times.    The increase in traffic is going to continue I am afraid but hopefully we can maintain our efforts  to monitor the road and highlight any problems which may appear.

We have also undertaken to re-introduce an active Neighbourhood Watch scheme which covers both villages and again we thank the volunteers who do this and Judith Morrice for her hard work in making sure that all the areas in the villages are covered and volunteers are trained.

We continue to ensure that the villages look their best and work in co-operation with the other villages in the Barnack ward to achieve this with planting and encouraging wildlife and the importance of bio-diversity without which none of us will survive.
Peterborough City Council has again recently restructured the way in which the voices of Parish Councils are heard and we now have Area Committees with the 23 parish councils having a representative.    Cllr Totten undertakes this role and I admire the fact that he can still do it enthusiastically!
I am delighted to confirm that we have a living village with residents taking part in the activities on offer.
Zena Coles
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