Allotment association report
The allotment tenants first had access to the site almost exactly 1 year ago.
We now have 12 active members.
Despite the late start to the growing season last year the association was able to make several entries to the Barnack horticultural show winning 2 first prizes, 2 second prizes and 2 third prizes for their produce.
A considerable quantity of produce was grown during the first year and a proportion of that distributed to villagers who for various reasons are unable to run their own allotment.
It is interesting to note that the National association have produced a survey of their member that shows that the average allotment produces around £1500 of produce for an average expenditure of about £150 during a year if you were to buy that produce in the supermarkets. Waitrose are predicting that in 2 - 5 years we will be spending 25% to 40% of our disposable income on food.
Of course it goes without saying that our produce has a negligible carbon footprint, is produced without the addition of chemicals or artificial fertiliser and is grown in harmony with the land rather than attempting to force the land into submission.
Are the allotments a success? YES, I may be biased but they allotments are a success, they are a great social event encouraging people to share and help others. The encourage a wholesome wider view of the village we live in with an attitude of what can we do for others rather than what can I do for myself. They are what rural village life is about.
Can you join in? of course. is it hard work, actually not really, an hour a day will keep things under control and growing happily. The initial effort to get things going is a little more but people share and help. we already have a member who has had a replacement knee operation and has others helping for a share in the final result.
Is it worth it? again, I may be biased, but yes it is. Community relationships are all we have in reality - otherwise we may as well live in the city. 
We have a responsibility to ourselves and our children, and I guess to the world at large, to make sure that we are providing wholesome and wherever possible local produce that isn't stale, hasn't travelled thousands of miles, wasn't picked unripe to be artificially ripened off the plant and hasn't been treated with a vast range of chemicals for various reasons. 
We are in general more unhealthy than we were 50 years ago, Allergies, Asthma, we exercise less and eat more than we should. There are modern and varied reasons for all of these problems BUT the fact is we don't need to suffer them. Having an allotment is a small but significant step to alleviating some of them. 
And anyway it good old fashioned fun. Things are already growing ready for 2011 new potatoes fresh from the soil are nothing like the stale stuff sold in the supermarket grown in Egypt.
We own Thanks to many people, long may it continue. 
